


Association (ECBA) this past April. The ECBA 
is the largest county bar association in the 
State of New Jersey. 

94  Meredith Celentano has been 
named chair of the 2013 Philanthropy 
Day by The Association of Fundraising 
Professionals Long Island. Philanthropy 
Day, which will take place in November, 
focuses on harnessing the latest advances 
in development, learning best practices 
and new techniques, and networking with 
accomplished members of the development 
profession. Meredith is the assistant vice 
president for Development and Alumni 
Affairs at Hofstra University.  

95  Atlanta-based accounting firm 
Moore Colson CPAs recently announced the 
admission of Michael Elliot as a partner 

in the firm’s tax services 
practice. Moore Colson is 
a full-service accounting 
firm located in Atlanta, Ga., 
providing tax and assurance 
services, management-
consulting services, lender 
services, estate and financial 

services, information-technology audit 
services and corporate accounting. Carmen 

Pena has launched a new business that 
uses her passion and the unique skills and 
knowledge she’s gained over the years to 
help people of all ages and at all stages 
of life. She has developed a universal 
message of personal awareness and 
growth, “Life Conversations with Carmen: 
Life’s Big Questions & Practical Ways to 
Live Your Best Life Now.” Her intention 
is to conduct seminars, small-group and 

private sessions with people or 
organizations interested in making 
the courageous and empowering 
decision to do “life work” to create 
successful outcomes and balance 
in all life areas. 

97  Chuck Bennett was 
commissioned in April as a U.S. 
Foreign Service officer. He currently 
is serving a two-year tour as vice 
consul at Embassy Kingston in 
Jamaica.

98  Lauren Rudolph was featured 
in Nyack News and Views 
for recent artwork and 
accomplishments. In 2011, 
inspired by her daughter, 
Lauren opened Little Light 
Art Studio for children ages 
3 through 6. After the birth 
of her son, Gabriel, in 2012, 

Lauren’s creative spark was reignited. Her 
paintings are typically portraits, and she 
plans to continue to expand as an artist. 

99  Rachel Santarlas 
recently was promoted to 
counsel in Wolff & Samson’s 
Intellectual Property and Media 
and Technology Groups in West 
Orange, N.J. Previously an 
associate at the firm, Rachel 
counsels both domestic and international 
clients in a variety of areas, including those 
in the fashion, perfume, clothing, music 
entertainment, media, Internet, spice, 
food and beverage industries, as well as 
nonprofit organizations. 
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Miguel Aguilera,  
M.A.’98, Ph.D.’04

“Explaining Our 
World”

In an email from Tempe last 
spring, Arizona State University 

(ASU) Associate Professor of Religious Studies 
Miguel Aguilera confirmed that good things 
do come in threes.  

Aguilera published The Maya World of Commu-
nicating Objects: Quadripartite Crosses, Trees, and 
Stones (the University of New Mexico Press) 
in 2010. That same year, the ASU School of 
Historical, Philosophical, and Religious Stud-
ies faculty member was tenured. And last May, 
he received the Zebulon Pearce Distinguished 
Teaching Award, named for an 1899 graduate 
of the Territorial Normal School at Tempe, 
now ASU. In accepting the award, Aguilera 
acknowledged the “professors, colleagues, 
students, relatives and Maya consultants” who 
have inspired him. “I try to bring to my teach-
ing what I admire most in many of them: a 
vivid interest in explaining our world and our 
place within it.” 

His students attest to Aguilera’s success as both 
teacher and mentor. One noted: “Dr. Aguilera 
has influenced my scholarship and teaching 
in profound ways. While these have been 
critical to my professional development, my 
interactions with Dr. Aguilera have resulted 
in strengthening my character, as well. He has 
instilled in me ethics that guide my work and 
interpersonal relationships. Most of all, he has 
taught me that honesty and personal account-
ability are key for being a good researcher, 
teacher and human being.”  

Aguilera learned those same lessons at UAl-
bany. Anthropology faculty Marilyn Masson 
and (now emeritus) Gary Gossen – to whom 
Aguilera dedicated his book – co-chaired his 
doctoral dissertation committee and “taught 
me what it means to be a scholar. They gave 
unselfishly of their time in guiding and men-
toring me. Without them, I doubt I would 
have attained a tenure-track position, never 
mind Distinguished Associate Professor status, 
at Arizona State University,” Aguilera said. 

– Carol Olechowski

Mike Elliot


